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DETAILED ACTION 

This final office action is in response to communications filed on 7/14/05. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 26 and 28 are allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented arid the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-9, 12-14 and 16-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shih et al, US Patent no. 6,405,362 [Shih] and Mills et al., US Patent no. 
6,353,870 [Mills], in view of, Kirinaka, US Patent no. 6,052,742. 

Regarding claim 1, Shih teaches a method comprising: 

coupling an option pack [Compact Flash, PCMCIA memory card or other removable 
computer readable medium] to a main unit [Palm-size PC, column 6, lines 43-46], 

the option pack comprising a first memory device configured to store one or more 
applications and drivers associated with the one or more applications [column 6, lines 9-20], 

the main unit comprising a device manager [operating system, column 6, lines 20-25], a 
power supply and a third memory [column 4, lines 49-51 and Figure 1]; and 
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downloading the one or more applications and associated drivers from the first memory 
device to the third memory device [column 7, lines 20-23 and lines 55-61]. 

Shih does not explicitly specifically disclose a second memory device on the option pack 
that stores card identification data and is different from the first memory device. Shih does state 
that the option pack may be any well known removable computer medium [column 6, lines 43- 
46]. Mills discloses a known MultiMediaCard, which includes a first memory for storing 
application data [Memory Core in Figure 3 A] and a second memory, which is different from the 
first memory, that stores card identification data [CID and CSD in Figures 3 A and 3B]. Mills 
discloses that the CED and CSD registers contain information that is needed for the card to 
interface with host computers [Figure 3B]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the Mills 
MultimediaCard as the removable computer medium disclosed by Shih as it is a known 
removable computer medium capable of fulfilling Shih's goal of providing additional 
functionality to a Palm-size PC. 

Shih and Mills disclose a method of coupling an option pack to a main unit and 
transmitting identification data from the option pack to the main unit. Shih and Mills do not 
disclose transmitting the identification data from the option pack to the main unit before the 
option pack is fully powered. Kirinaka discloses transmitting identification data [physical 
specification of the operational voltage] from an option pack [expansion card] to a main unit 
[host machine] before the option pack is fully powered. After the identification data is received, 
the main unit supplies a full power to the option pack based on the received identification data 
[column 3, line 33 - column 4, line 1 1]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art to modify the Shih and Mills method to transmit card identification data from the option 
pack to the main unit before the option pack is fully powered in order to increase the flexibility 
of the method by enabling the main unit to function with option packs that have different 
operational voltages without the risk of supplying inappropriate operational voltages and 
harming the option packs. 

Regarding claim 2, Shih states that the option pack may be any well known removable 
computer medium [column 6, lines 43-46]. 

Regarding claim 4, Shih discloses a driver for overseeing the interaction between that 
main unit and the option pack [shell and event manager, column 6, lines 28-3 1 and 41-45]. 

. Regarding claim 5, Shih states that the option pack may be a Compact Flash card 
[column 6, lines 43-46]. 

Regarding claim 6, Mills states that known removable expansion cards contain ROM 
[column 1, lines 19-21]. 

Regarding claim 7, Shih teaches that the installed applications from the option pack are 
deleted when the option pack is removed [column 7, lines 23-28 and lines 62-67], Therefore, the 
memory in the main unit will not comprise the option pack applications when the card is 
inserted. 

Regarding claim 8, Shih teaches that the installed applications from the option pack are 
deleted when the option pack is removed [column 7, lines 23-28 and lines 62-67]. 

Regarding claim 9, Shih teaches that the installed applications from the option pack are 
deleted when the option pack is removed [column 7, lines 20-28 and lines 62-67]. 
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Regarding claim 12, Shih teaches that the installed applications from the option pack are 
deleted when the option pack is removed [column 7, lines 20-28 and lines 62-67]. 

Regarding claim 13, Mills teaches that the CID and CSD registers contain option card 
configuration and identification information [Figure 3B]. 

Regarding claim 14, Mills teaches that the MultimediaCard communicates data to the 
main unit through a single data pin [DAT in Figure 3]. Therefore, any information transferred 
from the MultimediaCard to the mina unit must be done serially. 

Regarding claims 16 and 18, Shih, Mills and Kirinaka do not explicitly teach determining 
whether the power supply in the main unit has enough power to activate the option pack fully. 
However, the Examiner takes official notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to 
determine whether a power supply has enough power to fully perform a function before 
attempting to complete the function. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to determine whether the power supply in the main unit has enough power to 
activate the option pack fully before attempting to activate the option to prevent the activation 
process from being stopped prematurely due to power deficiencies. 

Regarding claims 17 and 19, Shih, Mills and Kirinaka do not explicitly teach 
determining whether the third memory space has enough memory capacity to receive the 
applications and associated drivers stored on the first memory. However, the Examiner takes 
official notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to determine whether a first memory 
has enough memory capacity to completely save data copied from a second memory before 
attempting to copy the data. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to determine whether the third memory space has enough memory capacity to receive the 
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applications and associated drivers stored on the first memory to prevent wasted time and power 
consumption of attempting to copy data to the third memory when it does not have enough 
memory capacity. 

Regarding claim 20, Shih teaches a method of connecting an option pack to a main unit 
comprising: 

powering on the main unit and determining if there is an option pack coupled to the main 
unit [column 6, lines 41-51 and column 8, lines 10-18]; 

providing an interrupt signal from the option pack to the main unit, interrupting the 
processing of the main unit and notifying the main unit that the option pack is present [column 6, 
lines 32-40 and 42-46]; and 

downloading one or more software applications and associated drivers from the option 
pack to the main unit [column 7, lines 20-23 and lines 55-61]. 

Shih does not explicitly specifically disclose a second memory device on the option pack 
that stores card identification data and is different from the first memory device. Shih does state 
that the option pack may be any well known removable computer medium [column 6, lines 43- 
46]. Mills discloses a known MultiMediaCard, which includes a first memory for storing 
application data [Memory Core in Figure 3 A] and a second memory, which is different from the 
first memory, that stores card identification data [CID and CSD in Figures 3A and 3B]. Mills 
discloses that the CID and CSD registers contain information that is needed for the card to 
interface with host computers [Figure 3B]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the Mills 
MultimediaCard as the removable computer medium disclosed by Shih as it is a known 
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removable computer medium capable of fulfilling Shih's goal of providing additional 
functionality to a Palm-size PC. 

Shih and Mills disclose a method of coupling an option pack to a main unit and 
transmitting identification data from the option pack to the main unit. Shih and Mills do not 
disclose transmitting the identification data from the option pack to the main unit before the 
option pack is fully powered. Kirinaka discloses transmitting identification data [physical 
specification of the operational voltage] from an option pack [expansion card] to a main unit 
[host machine] before the option pack is fully powered. After the identification data is received, 
the main unit supplies a full power to the option pack based on the received identification data 
[column 3, line 33 - column 4, line 11]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the Shih and Mills method to transmit card identification data from the option 
pack to the main unit before the option pack is fully powered in order to increase the flexibility 
of the method by enabling the main unit to function with option packs that have different 
operational voltages without the risk of supplying inappropriate operational voltages and 
harming the option packs. 

Regarding claim 21, Shih, Mills and Kirinaka, as described above, teach that the option 
pack is inserted into main unit while the main unit is powered on. Therefore, the option pack is 
being hot-plugged into the main unit. 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, Shih, Mills and Kirinaka do not explicitly teach 
determining whether the power supply in the main unit has enough power to activate the option 
pack fully. However, the Examiner takes official notice that it is notoriously well known in the 
art to determine whether a power supply has enough power to fully perform a function before 
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attempting to complete the function and notifying a user if there is not enough power. 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to determine whether 
the power supply in the main unit has enough power to activate the option pack fully before 
attempting to activate the option to prevent the activation process from being stopped 
prematurely due to power deficiencies. 

Regarding claims 24 and 25, Shih, Mills and Kirinaka do not explicitly teach determining 
whether the third memory space has enough memory capacity to receive the applications and 
associated drivers stored on the first memory. However, the Examiner takes official notice that it 
is notoriously well known in the art to determine whether a first memory has enough memory 
capacity to completely save data copied from a second memory before attempting to copy the 
data and notifying a user if there is not enough memory capacity. Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to determine whether the third memory space has 
enough memory capacity to receive the applications and associated drivers stored on the first 
memory to prevent wasted time and power consumption of attempting to copy data to the third 
memory when it does not have enough memory capacity. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 2, 4-9, 12-14 and 16-25 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul B. Yanchus whose telephone number is (571) 272-3678. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications ' 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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